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Why Migrate?
eBay is modernising its entire platform API surface

3
Legacy API Families

Being Replaced

2
New Technology Stacks

REST + GraphQL

7+
New API Families

100%
Sell + Buy Flows

Covered

What's Going Away

Trading API (SOA / XML-based)
Post-Order API
Legacy Platform Notifications

What's Replacing It

GraphQL APIs (new, 
purpose-built)
REST APIs (expanded coverage)
Modern event/notification model

Key Benefits

Request only the data you need
Consistent OAuth 2.0 auth
Better developer experience





Why GraphQL ?

No Over-fetching
Clients request only specific fields. This prevents downloading 
unnecessary data and saves network bandwidth.

No Under-fetching
Clients request nested, related resources simultaneously, 
eliminating the need for multiple successive API calls.

Single Endpoint
All operations run through one URL ( via HTTP  POST). This 
simplifies backend routing and client configuration.

Strongly-Typed Schema
A strict schema acts as a contract between client and server, 
catching data errors early during development.

Built-in Introspection
The API is inherently self-documenting. Developers can query the 
schema directly to discover available fields.

Smooth API Evolution
Fields can be added or deprecated gradually, eliminating the need 
for strict API versioning like /v1/ or /v2/.

Native Real-Time Support
It features built-in "Subscriptions" which allow out-of-the-box data 
streaming over WebSockets.



GraphQL Explorer Demo




